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A new passionate vision for NMI in the 
21st Century Nazarene Church

Our message/goals for 
missions never change, 
but HOW we present the 
message and 
accomplish our goals 
CONSTANTLY changes.  
The 21st Century will 
require even more 
dramatic and painful 
adaptations.
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What Is Different Now

1. There is a prevailing focus on 
ourselves

2. Divorce has caused many one 
parent families and other 
problems

3. Two parent families have two 
parents working

4. What time they have, parents 
devote children to soccer, T-Ball, 
ballet and school functions

5. Youth are abandoning the 
church in record numbers

6. Our pluralistic society teaches 
young people it is wrong to 
change other cultures and 
religious beliefs in “their” gods

What Is Different Now
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7. Loyalty to churches and 
denominations is decreasing 
dramatically.  

8. For many, our theology is based 
on what feels good, not what 
changes the world/lives

What Is Different Now

9. Fewer people tithing – resulting 
in greater competition for the 
dollars that are given.  More is 
needed for local expenses, 
leaving less for missions.  The 
“New Economy” is dramatically 
impacting churches.

10.Many churches have no Sunday 
evening or mid-week services 

What Is Different Now
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11.Some pastors give “lip service”
to mission support
a. Never taught or caught the 

real vision for missions
b. Concerned about competition 

for fewer dollars

12.There is a perception that 
missions is just for 
“grandparents”

What Is Different Now

13.We may be experiencing a 
leadership crisis:

a) Often difficult to find those 
willing to accept leadership 
positions

b) Often those who do accept 
positions do so for status/ 
authority – but accomplish little

What Is Different Now

We We mustmust improve leadership education!improve leadership education!
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A new passionate vision for 
NMI in the 21 st Century 

Nazarene Church

What is 
happening in 

our world
TODAY

Half of the 11 billion 
people who have 
ever lived on earth 
are alive right now

Half of the 11 billion 
people who have 
ever lived on earth 
are alive right now
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Since PentecostSince Pentecost

• 3,000 people were saved on the 
day of Pentecost

• Today 3,000 people find Christ 
every 25 minutes

• Today there are 170,000 new 
believers every day

James Rutz - Megashift
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• Since WWII Christians increased from 
1 million to over 80 million

• 2 churches illegally organized daily
• 40,000 accept Christ daily
• There are almost as many Christians in 

China as there are in North America
• More people attend church than there 

are members of the communist party

•• Since WWII Christians increased from Since WWII Christians increased from 
1 million to over 80 million1 million to over 80 million

•• 2 churches 2 churches illegallyillegally organized dailyorganized daily

•• 40,000 accept Christ daily40,000 accept Christ daily

•• There are almost as many Christians in There are almost as many Christians in 
China as there are in North AmericaChina as there are in North America

•• More people attend church than there More people attend church than there 
are members of the communist partyare members of the communist party
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� 52.1 million have viewed                       
(257 languages – 100 Countries)

� 9.2 million have accepted Christ 
(18%)

� 3.1 million being discipled
� 20,065 New Mission Churches
� 14,000 New pastors in training

In 11 Years

Church of the NazareneChurch of the Nazarene

1.8+ Million874,000Members

14,000
Nazarenes

2,600 
Nazarenes

Papua New 
Guinea

Congregations 22,0008,615

20091989

• Vietnam – now registered in 5 areas
• Pakistan – 283 churches, 14,000 Members
• Bangladesh – 828 churches
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Ethiopia/Horn of Africa in 3 years :

• 14,000 Congregations to 3,421

• 34,511 Nazarenes to 85,907

Missions and missionaries 
have never been closer
•Phone
•Television/Podcasts/Satellite
•Radio
•E-Mail/Instant messaging
•Video conferencing
•Streaming video

What an incredible time…

We ARE making a differenceWe ARE making a difference
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To look 
forward we 
must look 
back
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My prayer is a 
21st Century 
movement
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What motivated early mission leaders

• Unless people everywhere were 
led to God’s love, they would 
spend eternity in hell.  (Death, 
hell, evil are avoided in our post-
Christian world)

What motivated early mission leaders

• In 1908 they believed Jesus would be 
returning any moment.  It was the 
11th hour. Unless they moved 
quickly the unevangelized in the 
world would not journey to heaven

When the good news about the 
kingdom has been preached all 
over the world and told to all 
nations, the end will come.

Matthew 24:14 CEV
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Dennis Moore Mission Editorials

• We need more creative, God 
obedient “marathon” runners 
willing to give 10, 20 or more 
years to mission support

• We need more people willing to 
become so immersed in 
missions they continuously 
exhibit a passionate, contagious 
mission spirit (drip & ooze)

Proposed 
Organization of 
21st Century NMI
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Proposed Organization of 
21st Century NMI

1. President – overseer/offerings
2. Secretary/Treasurer/Admin.
3. Children’s Director
4. Youth Director (Teens/Y.A.)
5. Education Director - creative
6. Publicity – tech. savvy 
7. Special Events – org. skills
8. Outreach/Work & Witness
9. Prayer & Fasting Coordinator

All others functions can be placed under one of these (i.e., 
Alabaster, Compassionate Ministries, etc.

Proposed Organization of 
21st Century NMI

• Must be friends (relationship)
• Accountable to each other/must 

boost/care for each other (prayer)
• Frequent contact for planning/ 

strategizing/dreaming – in-home 
meals together (weekly/bi-
monthly)

• Advance planning/calendaring
• Report to pastor – give pastor 

option to participate anytime
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Proposed Organization of 
21st Century NMI

Well planned, well publicized, 
well organized, purposeful  
(not too frequent) -- mission 
meal events are quite 
effective in local churches. 

• Cross Generation involvement
• Very Educational
• Fun/inspiring

Proposed Organization of 
21st Century NMI

Mission Meal Event Ideas --
Get Creative 

• Mission Luau
• Amazon River Fish Fry
• New Zealand Dairy Bar
• Swap meals with nearby non-
Anglo church

• Have in homes – if small church
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Age Specific 
Ideas/Suggestions

Missions & Children
George Barna’s research:

• Moral foundations in place by age 9
• The VALUE of Jesus’ Death/ 

Resurrection determined by age 18 
(Most by 12)

• Spiritual beliefs irrevocably formed 
by age 13

• 4 of 5 church leaders (missionaries) 
very involved in church prior 13
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George Barna says: ““ I have concluded I have concluded 
that children are the single most that children are the single most 
important population group for the important population group for the 
Church to focus upon.Church to focus upon. ””

• 4 of every 10 people ministered to by 
the church are children

• $7 of every $8 spent in churches are for 
adult ministries

Missions & Children

Missions & Children
““ For the future of For the future of 
missions in the Church missions in the Church 
of the Nazarene, I have of the Nazarene, I have 
concluded that children concluded that children 
are the single most are the single most 
important population important population 
group for Nazarene group for Nazarene 
Missions International to Missions International to 
focus upon.focus upon. ””
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Ideas/Suggestions

• Important to find right/caring Children’s 
Director

• Get children on “mission” trips
– Decorated room in church/home
– Zoo
– Compassion Factory

Missions & Children

Family Mission Day at 
Lion Country Safari
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Ideas/Suggestions

• Get children involved in Work & 
Witness
– Plenty of local opportunities to other 

churches, community
– International – look for family friendly 

opportunities

Missions & Children

Missions & Youth

• They believe they can make a 
difference in the world

• They have some of the same 
attitudes/drive as our parents/ 
grandparents

• Most of their world information comes 
from Internet (Text Messaging)

Information

Introduce video
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We are a Generation – Video

www.sermonspice.com

Missions & Youth

How to impact

• Have them do your website/ 
PowerPoint Presentations

• Challenge to read – traditionally 
or digitally

• Develop Christian Internet “My 
Space” Chatrooms
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Missions & Youth

• Provide meaningful hands-on 
activities (with a face) – and then 
teach the point 

• Let them be responsible for planning/ 
doing activities

• Establish genuine relationships
• Get involved in Work & Witness type 

activities

How to impact

Missions & Youth

• Assure W&W has lasting impact 
– Require pre-departure research/prayer
– Provide cultural (know the people) 

experiences
– Establish long term relationships in field
– Follow-up important

• W&W can be done locally/domestically
• Not a fan of youth-only W&W
• Nazarene colleges should require 

W&W as a pre-requisite for graduation

Work & Witness
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Missions for 25-40’s

How to impact

• “Engaging” more effective than 
“entertaining”

• Responds well to storytelling
• Mission Meal Events must have clear 

purpose – get them involved with 
decorating

• “Fix-it” generation
• Very comfortable with computers 

Missions for 25-40’s

How to impact
• Use WM DVD, PowerPoint 
• Use Internet: Research, e-mail, etc.

“20-Somethings” marrying later, starting 
families later.  Considerable church 
hopping and shopping – because of little 
attention and failure to involve



Creating a New Passionate NMI
June 25, 2009

Dennis Moore
dmoorenmi@gmail.com
www.sfnazarene.org 21

Missions for 41-60’s

How to impact

• Put a face on missions (personalize) –
“Adopt-a-Missionary”

• Mission Meal Events – well organized 
and attractive

• Short/highly visual presentations (WM 
DVD)

• E-Mail info – in bullets (don’t overload)
• Use Global Glimpses – bulletin insert

Missions for 61+

How to impact
• Like traditions – reading books, skits, etc
• Enjoy sending “goodies” and 

encouragement to missionaries. 
• Men enjoy “container” projects
• Mission meal events are exciting for 

fellowship/information
• Involve with children/youth (reading,  

mentoring)
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We CAN (we must)
make a difference 

for missions in this 
21st Century!

Intro video

� Young people Called to All Nations
� Pastors, presidents, churches turned 

on with the possibility of missions
� Lay folks excited about getting 

involved with missions – hands on, 
wallets open

� No person on earth who hasn’t 
heard the gospel

What I want to seeWhat I want to see
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“Realizing the impending 
doom of the  unsaved, we 
must catch the vision and 
literally see the lost who 
are dying without the 
Savior.  Let us renew our 
commitment to warn every 
person and teach 
everyone in all wisdom.”

Colossians 1:28

Mission Accomplished – Video

www.sermonspice.com


